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2007 SESSION GEARS UP AT THE CAPITOL

Last week, the Georgia
Capitol was buzzing
with anticipation from
legislators and staff
about the start of the
2007 Legislative Ses-
sion.

History was made as
Georgia’s first Republi-
can lieutenant governor,
Casey Cagle, was sworn
into office on Monday.

The former state senator
presided over the Senate
for the first time on
Tuesday, urging his col-
leagues to look beyond
each other’s differences
and work together to
provide the best service
for Georgia.

He concluded his ad-
dress to the chamber by
emphasizing his desire
to work directly with
senators to resolve any

conflicts.

“If you’ve got an is-
sue, I want you to
come to me and I want
us to sit down and
work through it. Be-
cause ultimately, it’s
not about us, it’s about
Georgia and moving our
state forward.”

Lt. Gov. Cagle will serve
along side President Pro
Tempore Eric Johnson,
who was re-
elected to
N office for a
third con-
secutive
term.

Among
other nota-
ble issues
that were discussed
throughout the first
week, Sen. Seth Harp
introduced legislation
allowing alcohol sales on
Sunday. This controver-
sial issue gained a lot of
press over the week,
and is a topic expected
to garner heavy debate
throughout the ses-
sion.

Sen. Greg Goggans
also introduced legis-

lation regarding in-
creased funding for the
PeachCare for Kids pro-
gram. The resolution
urges full funding and
reauthorization of the
program by the U.S.
Congress.

“This has been an ex-
tremely successful pro-
gram in the state of
Georgia,” said Sen.
Goggans. In the year
2000, we had 59,000
kids in the program, and
in 2006 we had 260,000.
This is an important pro-
gram in the state of
Georgia.”

Day 5 of the session will
begin at 1 p.m. on Mon-
day, Jan 22.
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Catharine Craft

This is my first year as an aide, and I
currently work for Senator Bill Hamrick,
Chairman of the Banking and Financial
Institutions Committee. I am helping
Sen. Hamrick with legislation affecting
Identity Theft and the Juvenile Justice
System.

I graduated Cum Laude with a degree in
Political Science in 2004 from the Uni-
versity of West Georgia. While in

I am an aide to Senator Don Thomas,
Chairman of the Senate Health and Hu-

man Services Committee.

In 2002, I was an intern in the House of
Representatives, and then in 2006, I
worked as a legislative aide to several
Representatives, including Reps. Donna
Sheldon, Jeff May, Edward Lindsey,
Clay Cox, Melvin Everson, John Mead-
ows and Jack Murphy.

I graduated with a B.S. in Political Sci-
ence from the University of West Geor-
gia in 2004. I am currently working on

a Master of Public Administration at

A different perspective: Session aides
Meet some of the new and returning faces around the Capitol

school at UWG, I was a Senator on
the Student Government Associa-
tion, and later became the Internal
Affairs Committee Chair. 1 was
also an active member of the Col-
lege Republicans, a University Am-
bassador and a member of Phi
Sigma Alpha, a political science

honor fraternity.

Last legislative session, I had the
opportunity to work as an intern for
a lobbyist, so this year I wanted a
different perspective of the legisla-
tive process. Working with the
General Assembly will allow me to
gain first-hand experience of how

the legislative process works.

Sen. Hamrick and I are from the

same hometown, so working with

Rugsell Crutchfield

UWG, and will graduate in May of
this year.

I want to gain greater experience

working in the legislative process,

[\

him gives me the chance to work on
legislation that will directly impact

my community.

After session, I would like to attend
Georgia State Law School and con-

tinue a career in public policy.

particularly in building relationships
and fulfilling my dedication to pub-
lic service. I hope to walk these
halls one day as a state legislator,
serving my district and the citizens

of Georgia to the best of my ability.

Also, the chance to work for Sen.
Thomas is one I could not pass

up. He is an amazing person and
physician, a true statesman and the
pearl of his district and the state
Senate. I feel extremely fortunate
to be able to assist Sen. Thomas,
and I learn so much from his guid-

ance and expertise.

My goal is to attain a position in
either Healthcare Administration or
in the Lt. Governor’s Office. [ am a
huge fan of Lt. Gov. Casey Cagle,
and truly believe that he has the
leadership ability to continue pro-

viding a positive future for Georgia.

It’s just astonishing to be around
and build relationships with all of
the amazing people who help shape
and influence our code of law.



Employee Spotlight on...Brian Scott Johnson

What 1is your current position with the
Senate?
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I currently serve as Deputy Director for the Senate Research
Office. I am assigned to the Senate Finance, Regulated In-
dustries and Utilities, Reapportionment and Redistricting and
Government Oversight committees. During my tenure with
the Senate, I have been involved with tax and budget policy,
emerging technologies, utilities protection, local government
franchising and home heating fuels issues.

Describe your professional background
and what brought you to the General As-
sembly.

I graduated high school at Forest Park in Clayton County. I
then went on to earn an Associate’s degree from Young Harris College, a journalism degree from the Henry W. Grady
College at the University of Georgia and a Juris Doctor from the Walter F. George School of Law at Mercer University.
I practiced law with Thompson & Sweeny in Gwinnett County, where I concentrated on local government and general
legal issues. I also had the honor to serve as assistant city attorney for the cities of Duluth, Sugar Hill and Grayson, and
was an associate school board attorney for the Gwinnett County Board of Education. I also practiced with Owen, Glea-
ton, Egan, Jones and Sweeny in Midtown Atlanta, where I represented various corporations and public entities.

Describe your personal background.

I am proud to be an Atlanta native. I am the third generation of my family born at Crawford Long Hospital, and spent
my youth in Morningside. I was baptized at the old First Baptist Church of Atlanta on Peachtree Street, and fondly re-
call shopping with my mother at the old Rich’s, Davison’s and Woolworth retail stores in downtown when they still
were open.

How do you spend your time away from work?

First and foremost, I am proud to be a Georgia Bulldog! I love college sports, and am a season-ticket holder for Georgia
football and baseball. I am constantly reading, and typically can be found working in my yard at my house along Briar-
cliff Road. Cody, my German Shepherd, and Maggie, the Brittany Spaniel puppy, receive much of my attention.

Who 1is your greatest influence?

My grandmother, Onnie Johnson, has had the greatest impact on my life. Ironically, I had the honor of providing her
eulogy on January 10, 2007, at the funeral service in her native Gwinnett County. She was born in 1920, and spent her
childhood picking cotton where Gwinnett Place Mall stands today. Like most of my generation’s grandparents, she was
a member of that Greatest Generation. She taught me what it meant to live humbly, decently and frugally. She opened
her home to me after my parent’s had passed, and she imparted many lessons on me, but it was her never-wavering
Christian faith, quiet strength and her life of simplicity that will serve as her life's lessons for me. She always said to
not sweat the small stuff.

Describe something people don’t know about you.

I am a history buff; I love to read presidential biographies and historical fiction. I also collect maps of any kind, and
geographical studies is my SNT (Secret Nerd Trait)!
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% Monthly Numbers
\/ The revenue collections for the month of De-

cember 2006 (FYO07) totaled $1,634,704,000
compared to $1,539,857,000 for December 2005
(FY06), an increase of $94,847,000 or 6.2 percent.

The percentage increase year-to-date for FY07
compared to FY06 is 5.7 percent.

Weekends in J anuary  ATLANTA — Friday Jazz at the High Museum : every third Friday of the month
http://www.high.org/experience/events/jazz.aspx
You deserve a break!
Explore some of the
events happening in

Georgia. Here is an up-
date on current events ANYWHERE — Watch the Super Bowl! (If not for the football or commercials, at
least enjoy the junk food) : February 4 : http:/superbowl.com/

ATLANTA — I Have A Dream exhibit : MLK papers at Atlanta History Center :
through May 13, 2007
http://www.atlantahistorycenter.com/template.cfm?cid=779

throughout the state.
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Senator Renee Unterman . ..........oeeeeeneneenennenennann... Jan. 7"
Senator Ceeil Staton . ...ttt ittt ittt Jan. 26"
Senator RODert Brown . . ...ovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienneneennnns Jan. 30"
Anna Boggs, Legislative ASsistant .. vvveveeeeererresnseressosnss Jan. 11"
Vicki Gibbs, Legislative Assistant «ovvoeeeeeeneensensennenneen.. Jan 120
% Y « | Ethel Blackmon, Legislative Assistant.......coeeiiieneneenennns Jan. 16"
Glenn Morrison, Legislative Counsel . oo vvvvvvnnninnenrenenns Jan. 7"
% James McCarthey, [T Division .. ovveeteereeeeeeeeseecneonsonss Jan. 7"
Amy Kreig, Secretary of the Senate . ....oovvvviiiiiiiiiiniens. Jan. 7"
(@ Charlotte Robinson, Fiscal Office .« vvvvveeeeereeennnneeeeeean.. Jan 8"
W Michael Bottoms, IT DiVISION « « « « e v v v vvvnnnnnnesesssssennnnnns Jan, 121
Vickie Lochbaum, Fiscal Office ... e vveeeiiiinnneeiiennneeenn. Jan. 18"
& . Jerry McCoy, Fiscal Office . oo v vt viiiiinniniiinnnnrernennnnnns Jan. 20"
Betsy Howerton, Legislative Counsel . ....vvvvveeenennenennnn... Jan 23"
Sewell Brumby, Director of Legislative Counsel .. .cvvvvvvivnnnn. Jan. 29"
Natasha Spurrier, Legislative Counsel ... vvvvvieiiiinienennenns Jan. 29"

The Senate Spotlight is a product of the Senate Press Office. If you have a suggestion, a person you would like to nominate for the Employee Spotlight or a Senate-related

article to contribute, please contact our office at 404.656.0028.


http://www.high.org/experience/events/jazz.aspx�
http://www.atlantahistorycenter.com/template.cfm?cid=779�
http://superbowl.com�

	This month the SPOTLIGHT is on:

	 Employee Spotlight on...Brian Scott Johnson



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



